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Adapted with permission from the ACLU*

By Joann Natalia Aquino, Legislative Liaison
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This is not a legal advice. Please consult your attorney for assistance with your situation. For a
complete text of “Your Rights and the Police,” please contact the *American Civil Liberties Union
office at (206) 624-2184.
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By Joann Natalia Aquino, Legislative Liaison

Sources: Washington State OSPI, “State Laws Regarding Education Reform, Assessment, and Accountability
in Washington State,” 2000; Washington State Commission on Student Learning, “Education Reform in
Washington State: A Resource Guide,” 1996; State of Washington CAPAA, “Asian Pacific American Heritage
Resource Guide For Washington State K-12 Schools,” 2001.
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The Washington State Legislature passed the Education Reform
Act in 1993. Among others, it established the Commission on
Student Learning (CSL) to develop and administer the basic
components of education reform. Specifically, the Legislature
directed the CSL to develop clear, challenging academic
standards; to develop standards-based assessments; and to
recommend an accountability system.

The Legislature approved four Washington State learning goals:

✧ Read with comprehension, write with skill, and communicate
effectively.

✧ Know and apply the core concepts and principles of
mathematics, social, physical and life sciences, civics and
history, geography, arts, and health and fitness.

✧ Think analytically, logically, and creatively, and integrate
experience and knowledge.

✧ Understand the importance of work and how performance,
effort, and decisions affect future career and educational
opportunities.

When the CSL legislative mandate ended on June 30, 1999,
the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)
took over its responsibilities and the administration of Washington
State’s education reform.
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The CSL, in consultation with numerous workgroups made up of
educators, parents, and other stakeholders, began the work of
developing the Essential Academic Learning Requirement
Standards (EALRS) in eight subject areas: reading, writing,
communication, mathematics, science, social studies, arts,
and health and fitness. Today, standards around reading, writing,
and math are more developed that other areas.

The EALRS represent the specific academic skills and
knowledge students are required to learn in order to successfully
live and work in the 21st century. The EARLS are also the
statements of what students should know and be able to do at
the completion of their K-12 education. These statements are
purposefully broad to serve as guideposts to school districts.
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The assessment system is designed to gauge how well districts,
schools, classrooms, and students are doing academically. It
has four primary components: 1) state-level assessments
(Washington Assessment on Student Learning (WASL)); 2)
classroom-based assessments; 3) school and school district
context indicator data; and 4) professional development.  Among
other things, the assessments serve as tools to evaluate
instructional practices. It is also a tool to support students who

have not mastered the EALRS at appropriate periods in their
educational development.

The WASL is conducted in the fourth, seventh and tenth
grades. Also, the 10th grade WASL or the Certificate of Mastery,
which will be first applied in the school year 2005-06, is scheduled
to be a requirement for graduation beginning in the school year
2007-08. Students who do not pass the 10th grade WASL may
retake the test.
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In 2000, the Legislature approved the third component of the
education reform system: accountability. The Legislature created
the Academic Achievement and Accountability (A+) Commission
as the agent to hold the school districts accountable in the
improvement of student learning and student achievement. The
Legislature also wanted to be able to measure if individual
students were given the opportunity to become a responsible
citizen and successfully live, learn, and work in today’s society.

To achieve this purpose, the accountability system is based
on student achievement and continuous improvement at all
levels. It is also based on a fundamental principle that all public
school students have access to curriculum and instruction aligned
to the standards; that curriculum and instruction are simple to
use and understand; and the consequences must be predictable
and fair. Certain differences among students, schools, and
districts are considered in the newly formed accountability
system.
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2001 Washington Assessment Student Learning (WASL) results
show continued student progress on learning goals:

✧ The students meeting standards in all subjects improved for
grades four and ten.

✧ Results for grade seven dropped slightly in the number of
students meeting standard in reading and math, but increased
in writing and listening.

✧ Strongest gains were made at the 10th grade in all content
areas, especially writing.

✧ Writing scores also improved for fourth- and seventh-graders.
(Note: Academic achievement gaps between White and ethnic minority students

are statistically significant.)
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Better School Fund
The Better School Fund provides school districts additional funding
to reduce class sizes, provide extended learning opportunities
for students, and funding for professional development and
training.

Teacher/ Student Contact Requirement Repealed
The Basic Education Act requirement that full-time equivalent
classroom teachers average 25 hours per week of direct
classroom contact was repealed effective September 1, 2000.

Self-study Requirement Repealed
The requirement that schools conduct a self-study every seven
years was also repealed effective September 1, 2000.

Photo Courtesy of Ryan Minato
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Sources: Takaki, Ronald. “Strangers from a Different Shore,” 1989; Takaki, Ronald. “A Different Mirror,” 1993;
Dubrow, Nomura, et al. “The Historic Context for the Protection of Asian/Pacific American Resources in
Washington State,” 1993; Natale, Valerie. “Guardian of the Western Gate,” 1998; Committee of 100.
“American Attitudes Toward Chinese Americans & Asian Americans,” 2001.

Background Photo: Chinese American festival near Fifth and Jackson, Seattle, 1910.  Photo courtesy
of Special Collections Division, University of Washington, Hamilton 3855
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Multiple trend data has long indicated that ethnic
minority and low socio-economic students are
academically behind at alarming rates. This
crisis brought about the creation of the Multi-
Ethnic Think Tank (METT) in 2000 as an historic
alliance of the African American, American
Indian/Alaskan Native (including First Nations),
Asian/Pacific Islander Americans and Hispanic
and low-socioeconomic communities in pursuit
of an equitable and culturally competent
education system for all students. The METT
had its roots in 1998, when the Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)
brought together five think tanks representing
various ethnic groups under the Unity Project
to develop strategies to address academic
underachievement.
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Historically, ethnic minority and low socio-
economic Washington State students have had
the distinction of poor academic achievement.
This, however, is not a reflection of our students’
academic ability. It  is a reflection of systemic
failure. The current public education structure
uses an academic paradigm that defines a
narrow scholarship of what is American and
being American. It leaves little room to engage
various worldviews, languages, cultural norms,
learning styles, and multiple intelligences. In
effect it standardizes a curriculum that ignores
and leaves out our state and nation’s
multicultural and multilingual reality. Its
message is to assimilate or be left behind.
As a result, academic and institutionalized
racism is perpetuated without challenge or
question—seriously affecting pedagogical
theory and practice, policy development,
systemic structure, and resource allocation.
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The chronic academic achievement gap
between White and racial and ethnic minority
students continues despite our efforts to
reform our education system. This problem
weakens underserved communities and
contributes directly to social, economic,
health, and other enduring inequities. From
all indicators, many ethnic minority and low
socio-economic students are academically
behind. Quite telling is what the standardized
tests such as the Iowa Test of Basic Skills

(ITBS), California Test of Basic Skills (CTBS)
and the Washington Assessment on Student
Learning (WASL) continue to show the
disparity.

According to the WASL/4 Ethnicity
Trends Four Years Data report (school years
1996/97-1999/2000)
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Indeed, the METT concur that the system is
not set up to promote the academic success
of ethnic minority and low socio-economic
students; and with the 10th grade Certificate
of Mastery WASL tied to graduation
requirements beginning 2008, the stakes are
high. Such unabated academic gaps virtually
guarantee that ethnic minority and low socio-
economic students will be denied equal
opportunity for lifelong success.
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This pervasive academic underachievement
has a direct correlation to such success
indicators as suspension, retention, expulsion,
dropout, teen pregnancy and crime rates.
Furthermore, the communities from which
these underserved students come display the
effects of educational inequity through high
incidences in poverty, crime, blight, gang
involvement, drug trafficking, and community
disintegration. These socio-economic
disparities also have correlations to the
overplacement of underserved students in
special education programs and in their
underplacement in gifted and talented
academic courses, advanced placements, and
Running Start.
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If  academic achievement gap trend continues,
ethnically diverse and low socio-economic
students will not graduate from high school
in large numbers—greatly decreasing their
likelihood to pursue and complete post-
secondary education and in getting high-
skilled, high-paying and family-wage sustaining
jobs. Such an unabated trend will only guarantee

a widening and permanent socio-economic
gap between the have and the have-not
communities.
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To aggravate the problem, the state lacks
standards around the collection and reporting
of  data. The results are incoherent and
unreliable statewide reports. Also, few of
these reports are disaggregated by race and
ethnicity, which makes it impossible to  get a
true picture of the extent of the problem.
Information about subgroups within the larger
ethnic groups are also lacking. For example,
the Asian Pacific American community is very
diverse, with over 50 Asian and Pacific
Islander distinct ethnic groups, which vary in
English-proficiency, cultural norms, and
acculturation. However, the APA  group is often
lumped into one super category or if
decategorized, only a handful of the Asian ethnic
groups (i.e., Japanese, Chinese, Filipino,
Vietnamese) are accounted for, leaving many
others, including the Pacific Islanders
overshadowed by the progress of the more
established Asian American communities.
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The METT proposes seven action steps to
create an equitable and culturally competent
education system. These action steps call for a
transformed education system that honors all
students in a  holistic manner—accounting for
their various worldviews, learning styles,
multiple intelligences, and cultural heritage.

✧ Add a fifth Washington State learning goal
to ensure culturally competent education.

✧ Infuse multicultural education goals in
existing four learning goals.

✧ Integrate multicultural and technological
learning objectives in the Washington
State Essential Academic Learning
Requirements (EALRs).

✧ Standardize the data collection,
categorization, and reporting of racial,
ethnic and low socio-economic groups.

✧ Require that professional development is
culturally and linguistically responsive

✧ Recruit and retain racial and ethnic
minority staff.

✧ Provide alternate measuring tools to
assess student academic achievement.

It is the METT’s hope that educational
policymakers pay particular attention to the
academic fate of all of our students, especially
those long  neglected in a system that wrongly
assumes one-size fits all.

Adapted from the Multi-Ethnic Think Tank’s Position Paper, “Mandating an Equitable and Culturally Competent Education System.”
For a complete text, please go to http://unity.ospi.wednet.edu/*COUP/PPaper/STEPS.html.

Note: Miebeth Bustillo, Thelma Jackson, Martina Whelshula, and
Norma Zavala are the core writers of the 2001 METT position paper,
unanimously endorsed by the METT that met in February 2001.
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Ongoing through 2002 – “From
Awareness to Healing: AIDS and
the Asian Pacific American
Community,” Wing Luke Asian
Museum, 407 - 7th Avenue
South, Seattle. Contact: (206)
694-6796.

Nov. 8 – Woman of Achievement
Benefit Luncheon, keynote Suze
Orman, hosted by YWCA of
Spokane, Spokane Convention
Center, 12 noon. Contact: (509)
326-1190 ext. 127.

Nov. 9-11 – Hmong New Year
celebration with music, dance
exhibits and demonstrations,
Seattle Center House. Contact:
(206) 684-7200.

Nov. 15 – Asian Pacific Islander
Community Leadership
Foundation (ACLF) Graduation
Dinner with guest speakers Ron
Sims and Martha Choe, Jumbo
Restaurant, 4208 Rainier
Avenue South, Seattle,
5:30 PM. Contact or RSVP:
(206) 652-2454 ext. 7.

Nov. 17 – Ayame Kai Holiday Craft
Fair, Seattle Buddhist Church,
1427 S. Main St., 10 AM - 4 PM.
Contact: (206) 938-0497.
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Nov. 4, 1940 – Angel Island
immigration detention center, in
San Francisco Bay, is closed after
30 years of operation.

Nov. 5, 1996 – Gary Locke is
elected Washington’s 21st

Governor, becoming the first
Chinese American Governor in U.S.
history.

Nov. 10-13, 1982 – Dedication of
the National Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, designed by Chinese
American architect Maya Ying Lin.

Nov. 24, 1998 – General Eric K.
Shinseki, the highest ranking
Asian American U.S. military
officer to date, assumes duties as
the 28th Vice Chief of Staff.

Dec. 10, 1898 – Spain cedes the
Philippines to the U.S., marking
the start of the first significant
immigration of Filipinos to the U.S.

Dec. 12, 1947 – President
Truman grants full pardon to the
Japanese Americans convicted
and imprisoned for resisting the
draft during World War II.

Dec. 17, 1943 – Congress
repeals the Chinese Exclusion Act
and sets an immigration quota of
105 Chinese people per year.
Soon thereafter, 14,000 Chinese
Americans were drafted into the
armed forces.

Dec. 22, 1987 – President
Reagan signs the Amerasian
Homecoming Act allowing
immigration of Vietnamese
children with American parentage
to the U.S.

Dec. 28, 1945 – Signing of the
War Bride Act facilitates the entry
of an estimated 200,000 Asian
women as wives of U.S. soldiers.
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Looking for volunteer or internship
opportunities?  Please call, (206)
464-5820.  You �	�� make a
difference.


